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certain vague and restricted disposition to national solidarity is
widespread, but a high degree of it, implying the readiness for
self-sacrifice, is rare. It is an ideal which inspires a small
minority only, but the great majority usually puts egoistic in-
terests, class-solidarity, and party loyalty much higher than the
duty of self-sacrifice to the nation. The exclusive and invidious
strain, which is manifested in nationalism, anti-alienism and
racialism, is in many nations much more frequent than the bene-
ficial variety of national solidarism. It is often very difficult,
however, to estimate the strength of either variety in a reliable
way, since their manifestations may to a very high degree be due
to the pressure of the State and public opinion. It is often
assumed that hostility against another nation is indispensable for
internal national solidarity. Professor Pillsbury remarks that a
common hate is one of the most frequently effective factors in
making and uniting a nation,1 and history, indeed, shows that
almost all nations have been born out of great wars and through
a long and violent antagonism to other nations.

9. THE IDEA OF NATIONAL CHARACTER
(a) Popular Views and Scientific Theories
The belief that every people has a specific character which
persists through all time, and can be traced through its whole
history, and in all branches of its civilization, is very widespread.
It forms a powerful element in every national ideology, and com-
monly implies the glorification of one's own national character
and the denigration of that of the national enemy. Even people
otherwise trained in critical thinking cling to obvious prejudices
of this kind without questioning them. Others realize the neces-
sity of careful examination of such beliefs; they reject the grosser
forms of national prejudice, but hold that the existence of a
national character cannot be denied, though they cannot say
what it really is. Leopold von Ranke, one of the greatest and
most impartial historians of all times, came to the conclusion that
the national spirit could only be felt but not understood ; it
was a "spiritual air", permeating everything.2 Many other
historians, however, did not share this reserved attitude. It
would be easy to conif^le any number of facile and fallacious
1 Of. Pillsbury, p. 83.
* Of, A. Gasparian, Ber Begriffder Nation in far deutschen Geschichisschreibwg &t$ 19*
Jahrhvnderts, 1918.